BODY&BORDER
COVER
Digital representation of the border between
Morocco and Spain.
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INTRODUCTION
In the exhibition Body&Border, Codesign Research Studio (CoRS)
questions the purpose and consequences of the new European
borders.
With the use of architectural tools and methods, different border
typologies are analyzed and deconstructed. Details, shapes,
dimensions, proportions, components and compositions are set
in relation to the human body. As a visitor you are confronted with
drawings in full scale, exposing your own body and its dimensions
and shapes to the border architecture.
The built border’s consequences to the human body have been
documented through on-site visits, inteviews and reports from a doctor
in the receival camp at Miksaliste in Belgrade, Serbia. As a visitor you
can experience a few of those individual stories captured in time and
space through 3D models and maps.
CoRS has created a digital 3D database of border architecture,
uncovering a new image of Europe’s fortification politics and the
economy of migration.
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BACKGROUND
In order to combat illegal immigration, EU established the directive
2001/51/EC, that obliges air- and boatlines that bring a person into
Europe without proper documents for entry, to cover all the costs
for returning that person to his or her country of origin. The directive
does refer to the Geneva convention, as it states that it doesn’t apply
to refugees. The European Government has thus transferred the
responsibility of deciding who is and who is not a refugee to the
personell at the check-in counter at the airport. As a consequence
of the directive no air- or boatlines to Europe accept anyone without
proper legal documents. Instead refugees and people in need are
forced to travel illegaly by sea or by land, trusting their lives in the
hands of people smugglers.
40 000 people smugglers are registered by Europol today with an
estimated turnover of between 3-6 billion euro during 2015 only.
As the fastest growing criminal market in Europe, this trend is set to
continue in 2016. With 1 255 640 people applying for asylum in EU
in 2015, and an average cost for reaching the destination country of
€8000/ person, refugees have spent a total of €10 billion Euro during
2015 in their attempt to reach safety in Europe.
As refugees and other paperless migrants are forced to travel by
sea and land, Europe is facing a new challenge - how to control the
outer land borders. So far the main answer has been construction
and surveilance of new physical border systems. They are being built
at an increasing speed. Like an organism, borders are multiplying
and growing in height, width and length. New layers of fences and
concertina wire are added as a response to increased numbers of
people attempting to cross them. New and improved surveillance
systems are developed through EU financed research projects.
Between 2002-2013 EU financed 39 security programs dedicated to
research on how to keep illegal migrants out of Europe. This has cost
EU’s tax payers € 225 million Euro.
If the purpose of the new border systems is to control the migration
into Europe, it has shown to be inefficient. People in need find
alternative and often more dangerous ways to reach safety. Reinforced
border surveilance between Turkey and Greece during 2015 led to
a 330% increase in the more dangerous illegal journeys by sea. New
migrant routes lead to new border constructions, feeding EU’s border
industry with new projects and orders. As EU taxpayers, we - you and I,
are paying for it.
SOURCES
(1) Europol, Report on Migrant Smuggling, February 2016
(2) http://www.europaportalen.se/2016/03/sverigetog-inte-emot-flest-asylansokningar, 4 Mars 2016
(3) The Migrant Files
(4) https://libertytoday.uk/2015/05/03/the-eudirective-that-kills-asylum-seekers-refugees/
(5) Frontex
(6) Mikser House, Belgrad,

Since 2000, the 28 EU member states plus Norway, Liechtenstein,
Switzerland and Iceland spent about €13 billion Euro on efforts to
control immigration. And the cost will only increase. Frontex, EU’s
external border agency, for instace, is being given a 54% budget rise
this year, as part of a new European Commission package of initiatives
to tackle the continent’s refugee and migrant crisis. The Frontex
budget for 2016 is €176 million Euro.
The new border controls have not only proven an ineffcient
investment, they have also resulted in more injuries, desperation,
violence, split families, people smuggling and deaths. Over 30 000
refugees and migrants died in their attempt to reach or stay in Europe
since 2000. Many more have not been registered.
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BODY&BORDER: ABF STOCKHOLM
The Body&Border exhibition was first exhibited at ABF Stockholm, the
Workers’ Educational Association in Stockholm, from the 19th of April
to the 3rd of May.
At the opening night Fransesco Sebregondi from Forensic
Architecture in London and Maja Lalic, architect and founder of Mikser
House in Belgrad, held lectures and joined in a panel discussion.
Body&Border was exhibited together with student projects from the
course Beyond the White Tent at the Archiecture School in Stockholm.
The full scale printed drawings, posters and models were shown
together with a sound installation by Ying Sun and a map made
specially for the location by Robert Ek and Sara Deurell.
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MAP

Mapping of the built borders of Europe. The map
was drawn at the wall with borders and fences
shown with threads stretched between nails.
By Robert Ek and Sara Deurell.
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MODELS

1-2. Under Highway E85
3-4. Storskog Border Crossing
5-6. ”The Jungle”

SITUATION MODELS
3D-printed models showing situaions where people have crossed
Europe’s border. The situations are taken from the stories of refugees
from our interviews or from media. The models where shown
together with extracts of the stories.
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UNDER HIGHWAY E 85 KASTANIES, NEAR THE TURKISH BORDER IN
GREECE 41°38’6.14”N
26°28’13.06”O
The group of 11 refugees have crossed the river Evros to reach Greece during
the night and made it to a meeting point under a bridge, to be picked up by
a car that will take them to Thessaloniki and further into Europe. But the car
doesn’t show up and they will hide under the bridge for three days.
Excerpts from an interview with Muhammad:
”(…) A car took us to, like before the border, at night – about twelve or eleven a
clock at night.
We were about twelve people. We were carrying, like a boat, that you blow it,
what do you call it?
We call it, like Palam in our language. I don’t know what it’s called in English…
So we walked about three or four hours, five hours I don’t know, until we got
to the river, that we were before, the same river. But then it was good, it wasn’t
raining there was moon light, so it was easy for us to know, where are we
moving, where are we heading . So we blew the boat, and we crossed the river,
and we arrived at the other side of the stream, or the river.
(Can I ask you, now, are you guided by a smuggler now?) Yeah yeah of course,
there is a guy that is a smuggler with us (And how much, may I ask, did you pay
him?) I didn’t pay him, I paid for the smuggler in Turkey, he is like the head, he
will give the money, I don’t know how much this smuggler take but I gave him
about 2500 dollars (ok, the first one? The main smuggler) Yeah, the main one
yes. I don’t know how much money he gave him, the smuggler that was with
us. But the main one, I gave him 2500, and they divided the money in between
them, I don’t know
(And how many people were you in the group now?) We were about nine or
ten. We crossed it.. we arrived to the creek land at night so we couldn’t see
anything. I think we walked and walked and walked. And we arrived like, under
a bridge… We stayed there, waiting for a car. Because this smuggler told us, or
promised us, there is a car that will come and take you, to get in Greek, maybe
to Athens or before.
So we were waiting, under the bridge. For the first day, second day, third day.
No car came (oh jesus)
Mmm yes. And of course, we were out of food, we were out of water… The
problem is, it isn’t so hard, we weren’t going to die, but it was, you can say
embarrassing or you don’t know what to do. Because you are stuck, you can’t
go back to Turkey, because you are now in Greece. You can’t take the long
whole travel back.
And if you walk alone, they will get you, and they will send you back to Turkey
again.
You should wait, you have nothing to do. You have no decisions to take. So we
waited and waited.
Until finally, a car came.
He was maybe a Greek driver, I don’t know what nationality… Ok. The first one
that wanted to go to the car, he went there but he couldn’t because the car had
a small space and for ten people, no I think only for three or four people. And
that place was so.. narrow, I think there was no air to inhale when he closed the
car.So we went out of the car because we were afraid of death.
The car came but we couldn’t get in there because we were afraid that maybe
we will die, cause there is no air inside. Because if he closed it, I think there is
no air. (what kind of car was it?) It was like a van you can say.
I paid for the driver of the car about 100 Euro, and he took the money, but we
didn’t get in the car, he took them and went away.

So we asked the smuggler there if he can get another car, but he couldn’t He
said “that’s the only car I can get for you” So we waited until night. And he
told us “I can lead you to a nearby village, a Greek village, and you can move
alone from there” I don’t know, I forgot that name of that village. So we walked
about six or seven hours and we arrived to that village and he went back, the
smuggler. The smuggler went back to Turkey alone. He knows what to do. He’s
an expert.
And we got in that village. But we were curious because we heard that the
people of that village, when they saw any immigrants or any, like foreign
people, they called the police or the army directly. And this is what happened;
we were there, so they called the army, and we were sitting and drinking water
and eating chocolate, the army came, so I stood up alone, without talking to
me, and I got into the car directly. I know what to do. So we got into a car and
they sent us to a police station. They… what do you say.. they put us in a prison,
for 24 hours.
And of course, they didn’t give us any water or any food
(…)
The second day, or the day after, at eleven a’clock at night the policemen gave
us our stuff and our clothes, because they took our clothes, our cigarettes, our
mobiles, everything. And when they told us “you are going out”, they gave us
all of hour clothes back but they didn’t give us the mobiles. We went out from
the police station, and discovered that the army is waiting for us there, the big
army, the Greek army.
And they said that maybe there are some German soldiers, I don’t know
because I don’t speak German or Greek. So they took us to the same river
where we were before.
(…)
The Greek soldiers took us to the river. There was a boat. They took us, they
moved us, from the one side to the other side, from the Greek side to the
Turkish side, by boat. And they gave us our mobiles when they arrived, when
the took us.. Finally, it was the third time our mobiles were full of water.
Because they didn’t want us to talk to anyone, I don’t know why.And we went
back.
(But why do you think they took you back by boat? Why didn’t you take the
bridge? There is a bridge close to Edirne)
I didn’t know there was a bridge. I don’t know if there is a bridge or not
(-There is a border passage near Edirne on land...)
It should be, I don’t know why, I told you, it was at night. There are so many
reasons to send us back by night. They don’t want the Turkish soldiers to see
us, or to see them. Because when the took us back, they arrived to the Turkish
side, and they didn’t want the Turkish army to be there
So it was at night. They couldn’t see them… And maybe they didn’t want
anyone to see that they are sending us back because we are evidence for.. I
don’t why. Because it’s hard and cruel, or why they are sending us back. So it
was at night, nobody could speak anything and no one could discover that.
Maybe that’s the reasons.
(They also let you out from the police station at night?)
Yes, at night. That’s right. It was a disgusting prison
(So they never offered you to apply asylum in Greece?)
I couldn’t. It’s not my vision to do it. It’s their decision. And their decision was to
send us back. I couldn’t say anything. They didn’t ask us anything.
And they were so many people in the prison. We were not alone, after we
arrived, and we were around 10 people, about 40 Syrian people arrived to that
prison the same night.”
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STORSKOG BORDER CROSSING NORWEGIAN BORDER NEAR KIRKEGAARD
69°39’31.55”N
30°12’13.67”O
In November 2015 about 10 people per day cross the Norewgian border station at
Storskog between Russia and Norway, as it is illegal to cross the border by foot, and
those taking refugees over the border by car could be charged for human smuggling.
However, the law allows bicycles as vehicles. Many refugees that are taking the route
through Russia into Norway meet smugglers in Moscow that provides them with the
bicycles.
A mountain of bikes, with a total weight of 42 tons was in November 2015 left behind
on the Norwegian side of the border. Approximately 5500 refugees arrived in Norway
at Storskog border station in 2015.
Most refugees were refused asylum, and the bicycles they used to cross the border
were sent for repair by the Norwegian state, so that they could be used to send the
refugees back to Russia by the same mode of transport.
(Svenska dagbladet 20150827, Svenska Yle 20151029, The Guardian 20160114,
Independent 20160114)
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THE ”JUNGLE” NEAR KALOTINA, BULGARIA, AT THE SERBIAN BORDER
42°58’54.67”N
22°49’12.91”O
After walking for days through the Bulgarian forest near Kalotina referred to as ”the
jungle” many refugees that arrive to the refugee shelter Miksaliste in Belgrad have
bruises and injuries from having been beated by the Bulgarian police, they have bite
wounds from police dogs and fatigue from the long walk in the forrest.
An increasing number of refugees are now taking this dangerous path from Greece
towards Serbia, instead of the route through Macedonia, that has now almost closed
the full lenght of its borders towards Greece. The closing of the Macedonian border
was followed by a 30 km long fence that is now effectively preventing refugees from
passing, forcing many refugees to take the routes through Albania and Bulgaria instead.
(Irin News 20151218)
“The most common injuries are scratches, from the bushes and trees. They have
scratches on their legs that are probably from the barbed wire, there are also scratches
on their hands and wrists. Mostly, they are coming from the Bulgarian border. Some of
them have been in water for a while, so they have problems with some sorts of fungus on
their feet.
They also have injuries caused by police brutality. Mostly the knees are swollen from
hitting, rarely there is blood. It’s mostly bruises (writes medical term on the sketch). So,
there is mostly swelling, bruising and pain, not fractures, bones are intact.
Most of them have wrist injuries, from falling. I don’t know the kind of fall, all they say
is that they fell from the high, I don’t know how high. We had one case with fracture of
the wrist (draws), but that’s a single case, most of them only have luxation (latin word),
something like twisting your ankle. They have thorns, probably from bushes and trees at
the border, so we have to get them out and disinfect the area. They are coming from the
Bulgarian border, and they are crossing illegally, so there is a lot of wilderness there.
When they come from the Macedonian border, there are not so much physical injuries,
just exhaustion and swollen feet from walking. People that are coming from the
Bulgarian border are in the most cases more troubled. ”
(Dr Bojana Bojanić, Médicins du Monde, working with the refugees in Miksaliste, Mikser
House in March 2016)
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POSTERS

Posters put up on the walls in the stairwell leading
down to the exhibition, showing a selection of the
research Codesign Research Studio performed
during the autumn 2015 and spring 2016.
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BODY&BORDER: ANTIATLAS, BRUSSELS
The exhibition was choosen to be a part of AntiAtlas’ exhibition
Coding and decoding borders in Brussels from the 13th of April
to the 31st of May at the ULB, Université libre de Bruxelles.
Antiatlas of borders is a group of researchers, artists and
professionnals dealing with the mutations of control systems
along land, sea, air and virtual states borders. Their works range
from research (seminars, international conference, articles,
interviews with researchers) and artistic activities (exhibitions
and online gallery). It is also a platform monitoring and
communicating on events, publications, articles, news and
artworks dealing with the ”mutations of borders” in the 21st
century. (1)
”Coding and decoding the borders exhibits the work
of artists and researchers who question the datafication
and mathematization of the border. Over the past twenty
years many actors (researchers, journalists, NGO workers
and activists, elected politicians, employees of national
administrations and of international organisations, and so on)
have observed, documented, studied and sometimes even
condemned the technological escalation at borders. Above
the militarization of borders, the deployment of ever more
sophisticated technologies (biometry, robots, fences and walls,
integrated surveillance systems, data mining, big data, etc.)
at state borders have been added to the traditional practices
of control of movement of populations, goods, capital
and information. The study of this technological escalation
generally tends to separate the analysis according to the
object of control: people, goods, capital. From a perspective
intertwining art, research and expertise, the public is invited to
look at the circulation of knowledge and techniques between
these objects, at the functioning and dysfunctionning of the
mechanisms of control as well as their circumvention by a
multitude of actors.”
- Curators, Isabelle Arvers et Nathalie Lévy
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SOURCES
(1) http://www.antiatlas.net
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Exhibition
Curators : Isabelle Arvers, Nathalie Levy
The exhibition «Coding/Decoding the Borders» aims to represent
the complex reality of border changes at the dawn of the
21st century.
Combining collaborative productions developed by hard and
social sciences scientists, practitioners and artists, it also offers to
skip barriers between fields of knowledge.
This exhibition presents artistic productions that incorporate
digital tools (such as immersive installations, or Internet art),
choosing borders and the crossing of borders as the main subjects.
This exhibition does not only aim to expose the mutations of
contemporary borders, but also seeks to make visitors aware of
the significant impact these changes have on their lives.
From April 13 to May 31 2016,
Espace Architecture Flagey-ULB
Place Flagey, 19 - 1050 Brussels
Thursday to Sunday: 2 to 6 pm
Free entrance

INFORMATION & CONTACT
PROGRAM
FREE ENTRANCE -REGISTRATION REqUIRED By A FORM ONLINE
Website : www.philoscsoc.ulb.be
CONTACT
aline.duvivier@ulb.ac.be
CONFERENCE 13-14-15 April 2016
Faculté d’Architecture-La Cambre/Horta
Rue du Belvédère, 21 - 1050 Brussels: Auditorium R.G.19
l

l ULB, Campus du Solbosch, S Building
Avenue Jeanne, 44 - 1050 Brussels: Room Dupréel (1rst Floor)
l World Customs Organization Headquarters
(Deadline for registration: 3rd April 2016)
Rue du Marché, 30 - 1210 Brussels

EXHIBITION 13 April – 31 May 2016
Exhibition and Opening Ceremony of the Exhibition:
Espace Architecture Flagey-ULB,
Place Flagey, 19 - 1050 Brussels

CODING
DECODING
THE BORDERS
International Conference
13-14-15 April, 2016
Faculté d’Architecture - ULB - World Customs Organizations

Exhibition
From April 13th to May 31st, 2016
Espace Architecture Flagey
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BODY&BORDER: MIKSER HOUSE, BELGRADE
Mikser House is an organisation and a cultural center in Belgrade with a
network of designers, architects, artists, city planners, etc., that engage
both locally in the city, nationally and internationally.
Codesign Research Studio were invited to attend the Mikser Festival
in Belgrade by Maja Lalic, Creative Director at Mikser House. Our
cooperation in the project began when we contacted Maja Lalic and
Refugee Aid Miksaliste which is a reception center for refugees located
in Belgrade. They received about 400 refugees per day in the autumn
of 2015, in premises that are also used for performing arts, music and
design events. We invited Maja Lalic to the opening of the exhibition
Body & Border at ABF in Stockholm to hold a lecture about Mikser
House and take part in a panel discussion.
With the help of Tajana Cadravec, the Project Manager of Miksaliste,
we collected information on how refugees had crossed the national
borders before arriving in Belgrade. We also got specific information
about the physical injuries that were caused during the crossing of the
borders by a doctor who worked at Miksaliste, who contributed with
documentation. This material was shown as part of the exhibition Body
& Border both at ABF and Belgrade.
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Mikser Festival 2016

BODY&BORDER

8 – 12. jun / Savamala

SITE MAP

Site map from the Mikser Festival folder, showing
Body&Border Exhibition space (I) in relation to
the other festival activities surrounding Mikser
House (A).
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Mikser House
Karađorđeva 46

PERFORMANCES

MUSI

Miksalište 2.0
Gavrila Principa 15
Balkanmala Stage
Travnička 3
Womenal Stage
Ulica Braće Krsmanović
Kolektiv 53
Karađorđeva 53
Magaza
Karađorđeva 53

a Info pult Mikser House
Karađorđeva 46
b Biletarnica 1
Travnička 3
c Biletarnica 2
Braće Krsmanović
d Hitna pomoć
Travnička

Monsun
Travnička 3
1 KC Grad
Braće Krsmanović 2

Španska kuća
Braće Krsmanović 2
Vučina kuća
Karađorđeva 61

J Fakultet za diplomatiju

i bezbednost
Travnička 2

2 Tranzit
Braće Krsmanović 6
3 Ben Akiba
Braće Krsmanović 6-8
4 Berliner
Braće Krsmanović 8
5 Dudurudu
Braće Krsmanović 7-9
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KINO MIKSER

Sensitive
Society

10:00

SREDA / 8. jun

22:00 Elemental
23:00 Rambo Amadeus / Rambita Amadeus i
specijalna gošća - Beti Đorđević
22:00 Božo Vrećo i Halka
23:00 Kralj Čačka i Katarina Jovanović

PETAK / 10. jun
21:00 Orkestar Danijela (Danijela Veselinović)
22:00 Bora Dugić (gost Ljubiša Jovanović)

19

E

SUBOTA / 11. jun

F

Veče posvećeno Šabanu Bajramoviću
21:15 MAIKA
22:00 Crne Mambe gosti Sanja Vučić, Katarina
Jovanović, Eva Salina
00:00 Orkestar Bobana Markovića

b

MIKSER TALKS

IC

B BALKANMALA
STAGE / Travnička 3

ČETVRTAK / 9. jun

BALKAN DESIGN EXPO
EDU ZONE

MUZIČKI
PROGRAM
BODY&BORDER

VISUAL ARTS

NEDELJA / 12. jun

BLACK BOX

21:00 Gulaza
22:15 Mostar Sevdah Reunion + Esma
Redžepova

GREEN ZONE
11

EXHIBITIONS

I

C WOMENAL STAGE

15

Ulica Braće Krsmanović

17

18

rincipa

Kraljevića Marka

Kar

13

Gavrila
P

ađo

rđev

a

12

REFUGEE AID

14
16

SREDA / 8. jun
21:00 ZAA
22:15 Mimi Mercedez
23:30 DJ Tijana Kabić / DJ Natascha

ČETVRTAK / 9. jun

B

20:00
20:45
21:30
22:30
23:45

Kezz
In Absentias
Gopođo, bate
Billy Andol
Zoster

PETAK / 10. jun

6 Čorba kafe
Braće Krsmanović 3

11 Zavod
Kraljevića Marka 1

16 Manakova kuća
Gavrila Principa 5

7 Četrdeset
Karađorđeva 40

12 Kafana SFRJ
Kraljevića Marka 5

17 Shootiranje
Gavrila Principa 7

8 The Barbers
Karađorđeva 49/1

13 Oranje Rugby Pub
Kraljevića Marka 4

18 Bombondžija
Gavrila Principa 14

9 Prohibicija
Karađorđeva

14 Savamala Bed&Breakfast
Kraljevića Marka 6

19 Centar za ravnotežu
Gavrila Principa 14

10 Mladost/Ludost/Radost
Karađorđeva 45

15 Šeširdžija
Kraljevića Marka 12

20 Galerija ŠTAB
Crnogorska 10

21:00 Dojo
21:45 Ti
23:00 Ana Ćurčin
00:15 Lovely Quinces

SUBOTA / 11. jun
21:00
22:00
23:00
00:15

Lira Vega
Bitipatibi
Stray Dog
Dj Nevena Jeremić

NEDELJA / 12. jun
19:30 Nemesis
20:15 Vibrator u rikverc
21:00 E-Play
53
22:15 Texas Flood feat Bojana Stamenov

BODY&BORDER
SEMINAIR
Talks, panel discussions, seminairs and lectures where
hold every day during the Mikser Festival. CoRS where
invited to one of these to talk about our research during
the year and Body&Border that where exhibited nearby.
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